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VACS DNA/Blood Bank

Project Proposal Form
This form is to be used for all project proposals, including internal proposals.

The completed Project Form should be sent electronically to Teresa Bohan (Teresanne.bohan@va.gov)
Please type or print legibly. (Attach additional pages as needed)
Investigator:

Mailing Address:

Department:

Institution:

City:






State:


Zip:

Phone:






Fax:

Email address:

Co-Investigator(s):

Mailing Address:

Department:

Institution:

City:






State:


Zip:

Phone:






Fax:

Email address:

VACS DNA/Blood Bank Statement of Research Intent (SORI)  (cont.)

Title of Proposed Research Project:

Research Category (Check all that apply to your proposed research):

· Research that examines the role of genetic determinants of Human Immunodeficiency Virus infection or disease progression

· Research that examines the genetic determinants that predispose to HIV treatment success

· Research that examines genetic determinants of alcohol use/abuse

· Research that examines genetic determinants of HIV treatment toxicity

· Research that examines genetic determinants of comorbid disease

· Other: (Please specify)

Funding source (if known):

Estimated Start Date and Time Line:

For DNA Samples please complete the following four (4) questions:
1. How is the scientific rationale consistent with the VACS/COMpAAAS study aims/goals?

2. How will the safety of the DNA specimens be maintained?

3. How is the research in the spirit of the consent the VACS/COMpAAAS participants signed?

4. How much specimen will be used and what type of analyses will be performed?

On attached sheet(s), please provide a summary of the proposed research for the samples you are requesting from the VACS-DNA/Blood Bank.  The summary should include:

1. Abstract
2. Research objectives/hypotheses (be as specific as possible with regard to the gene variants to be studied) including aims of the proposed research

3. Background information

4. Research methods &/or technical approach planned

5. Estimated frequency of the gene variant(s) to be studied
6. Number of DNA specimens and quantity of DNA required
7. Statistical considerations including power calculations for determination of the number of DNA specimens needed
8. Clinical data needed (including specific variables requested)

9. Discussion of the potential scientific contributions that may be yielded from the proposed research
10. Identification of laboratory performing genotyping analyses
11. Quality Control procedures the lab will implement
12. Discussion of any possible commercial value that may be derived from the proposed research
13. Discussion of special human subjects considerations and potential social implications or consequences for the proposed research
14. Methods for protection and maintaining the confidentiality of genetic data and tissue
15. Methods for disposal of the DNA specimens
16. Source of funding
17. Time line
18. IRB approval (this usually isn't supplied until the study gets SAC approval)

Once completed, please email this document to:

Teresa Bohan
VACS Research Coordinator
teresanne.bohan@va.gov 
If you have any questions regarding the application process, please contact Matthew Freiberg at freibergms@upmc.edu or call (412) 586-9847. You may also leave a message with his secretary, Carol Rogina roginacm@upmc.edu or call (412) 692-4649.
